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SHAKESPEARE’S METER 
 
Meter: 
 
 
Iamb: 
 
 
Iambic pentameter: 
 
 
weakSTRONGweakSTRONGweakSTRONGweakSTRONGweakSTRONG 
 
 
“I AM…” 
 
 
I AM  I AM  I AM  I AM  I AM  
 
 
“ I   a m   a   p i r a t e   w i t h   a   w o o d e n   l e g . ”  
 
 
I  AM  a  PI  rate  WITH  a  WOOD  en  LEG  
 
 
But soft:  what light through yonder window breaks? 
 
 
So foul and fair a day I have not seen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m hungry. Is it almost time for lunch? 
 
 
Not yet – the soup is heating on the stove.  
 


